
Well this month has been far from boring! It has highlighted the vast range of things that Elected Members deal
within their Council roles on behalf of our community. 

The list of things we have been discussing includes, but isn’t limited to:
• Investors showing interest in Robe
• Planning and Development changes and what that means for our community
• GM-crop consultation on behalf of the State Government
• Signage and wayfinding workshop including community members to develop an entrance statement for Robe
which will then set the tone for all signs around the town
• Annual Business Plan and Budget adoption 
• Community meeting at the end of August (30/8/20) to discuss Council’s plan to develop a prospectus for potential
investors in Robe.

Coastal erosion is once again at the forefront of our minds as we watch what is happening along the eastern
seaboard. Sand replenishment has been completed at Fox and Hooper’s beach for 2020. Much of the sand has
already been lost in recent storms but we understand that it is sacrificial. There are 2000 plants that will be
distributed throughout the dunes at the end of this month with the help of the Robe Primary School and other
community members/groups. Hopefully this will stabilise the dunes to some extent and give us time to develop a
long term solution to protect the town and it’s beaches. We are currently seeking grant funding to conduct coastal
research with Flinders University as a partner.  Also the report by Wavelength on the cliff erosion from first ramp to
West Beach has been completed and will be presented to Council in August. 
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It is really heartening to see some of the things that we have discussed over the past 18 months start to take shape.
Robe continues to move forward and the general feel is one of positivity throughout the community. Also on the up
side is watching our town come back to life after restrictions. Many of our businesses are reporting they are having
summer type figures for June-July which is fabulous. Many people are discovering Robe for the first time and are
saying they can’t wait to return. Obviously there is still a long way to go on this COVID-19 journey but we should all
be proud of how things are going for our district at the moment.

A reminder to please utilise the RSL Bus transport to Kingston for Breast Screening SA appointments, contact Anna
Wilks to book on 0421 732 198.

We are still waiting for our SpendMapp data which will tell us how many people were here over summer and the
following months. Obviously things will be skewed due to COVID-19 but the data will be interesting none the less.
Elected Members wish Trevor Hondow all the very best in his retirement. Very few people can say they have worked
for the same organisation for 30 years in the same town. His input into our district during that time has been highly
valued by the community.

Elected Members also welcome Molly Murdock as the new Customer Service trainee and Rob Moir as the new
Director of Infrastructure.  Also we congratulate William Pavia (Councils Finance Officer) and his family on the arrival
of their new baby boy, Ricardo. We are excited to have his whole family in the Robe community soon.
Welcome back to the Coastal Leader and local reporter Lachie Smith it’s lovely to have our local paper back up and
running.

That saying about “if you’re standing still, then your actually going backwards” definitely doesn’t apply to Robe or it’s
Council at the moment. Exciting times ahead!

My number is 0427 357 243 if you would like to talk about any matters.
 

Thankyou  Mayor Alison 

Chief Executive Officer’s Report
Electronic  Newsletter 

I would like to commend Cassie for the quality of our
first electronic edition of Council’s newsletter. As
mentioned last month, Council is only producing
minimal hard copies of the newsletter that will be
available from the Council Office and the Library.

If you would like to receive our community newsletter
please visit our website www.robe.sa.gov.au
 and click subscribe today .

Best Ociana Building Demolition

Best Ociana is still waiting for SA Power Networks to
disconnect the power so that the demolition can
commence. We will notify the public through Facebook
and Council’s website once dates have been confirmed.

Disability Inclusion Plan

Council is required to develop a Disability Inclusion
Plan and will be seeking to prepare the Plan in
consultation with community. To commence this
process Council will establish a working group with a
broad representation from the community. 
Members would include senior staff, Councillor Wright,
people living with disability, family members,
representative bodies, service providers, influential
‘champions’ or interested community members.

If you are interested in participating in the working
group or wish to make a submission, please contact
Kate Rayner at Council’s Administration Office.

Review of Airfield Hanger Leases

The District Council of Robe is in the process of
reviewing lease arrangements for Hangers at Robe
Airport. This review includes consultation with current
lessees. Following consultation, the
matter will be considered at a future Council meeting.

http://www.robe.sa.gov.au/
https://www.robe.sa.gov.au/forms/subscribe-to-mailing-list


Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act

South Australia is currently undergoing the biggest
modernisation of its planning system in 20 years.  The
renewed planning system is underpinned by the
new  Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act
2016  and introduces a raft of new tools and a 24/7
digital ePlanning system that will allow South
Australians quick and easy access. The change will
also mean that we will no longer have a Council
Assessment Panel for applications as we move to set
up a Regional Assessment Panel in partnership with
the District Council of Grant, the City of Mount
Gambier and Wattle Range Council.

Your Council will operate under the new system
commencing 31 July 2020. Please be patient with our
employees as they get used to the new system.

MyLocal Services App

MyLocal Services is a mobile phone app that allows
you to report a problem within the Council area, receive
notifications about waste collection days and check Waste
Transfer Station opening times. The app is designed to
make it more convenient to find Council information 24/7.
You’ll never forget bin day again!!

You can also find places ‘Near Me’ such as parks and
playgrounds.

We encourage all residents and ratepayers to
download the App. It is very easy to use, and the details
are specific to your house location.

MyLocal Services App can be downloaded from the
Apple App Store and Google Play.

Market Engagement and Innovation Policy and
Procedures

New market engagement and innovation policy and
procedures were adopted by elected members at the July
Council meeting. These changes were adopted to better
service our community's  interests, through exploring,
investigating, engaging and interacting with the market on
opportunities that will facilitate our strategic objectives.
These have been identified through strategic assessment,
Elected Member Forums, community engagement, local
business persons and other entrepreneurs seeking to
explore innovation and opportunities within Robe and the
wider region.

These new policies and procedures are available on the
District Council of Robe website.

COVID-19 Rate Relief Policy

In support of our community, Council has extended the
time that the COVID-19 Rate Relief Policy is available to
businesses and residents who have been significantly
impacted by the pandemic. The policy sets out to provide
rate relief to ratepayers who are experiencing financial
hardship due to unemployment, 

business closure or significant reduction in turnover in
Robe during the Pandemic Health Event COVID-19 as
announced by the Federal Government of Australia
and the State Government of South Australia.

Please be aware that the Hardship Provision under
this Policy will only apply to the ratepayer’s principal
residence and/or a business physically located in Robe
and owned by a Robe ratepayer. Any other financial
hardship application will be considered by Council
under the provisions of Section 182 of the Local
Government Act 1999.

The waiver of fines and interest have been extended
to 1 December 2020 and to also now include first
quarter rates for 2020/21.

Genetically Modified Crops

Council has been informed of recent legislative
changes regarding Genetically Modified (GM) Crops in
South Australia and Council’s role, if it chooses, to
apply to the Minister Primary Industry and Regional
Development to maintain the District Council of Robe
as a non-GM crop area. The Genetically Modified
Crops Management Act 2004 (SA) (GMCM Act)
provides for the designation of areas of South
Australia in which no genetically modified food crops
may be cultivated (non-GM crop areas). 



The object of designating an area as a non-GM crop area
is the preservation of the identity of non-GM crops
for marketing purposes.

From the enactment of the GMCM Act, up until this year,
the entire State was designated as a non-GM crop area.
However, by virtue of recent variations to the Genetically
Modified Crops Management Regulations 2008, this
‘moratorium’ has been lifted in respect of all parts of the
State, except Kangaroo Island. An application made by a
Council to the Minister may only relate to the entire
area of the Council (not specific parts of that area).

It is at the discretion of the Minister as to whether any
application will be successful. Before the Minister can
determine that an application is successful, the Minister
must first consult with, and take into account any advice
provided by, the GM Crop Advisory Committee (a
committee established under the GMCM Act) in relation
to the matter. The Minister may also seek any other
advice or information before determining an application.

The mechanism by which the Minister determines that
an application is successful is the publication of a notice
in the Gazette. That notice must be published before 15
November 2020. This is a deadline set by Parliament. 

Under the GMCM Act as it now stands, there will not be
any further opportunity for a Council to apply to become,
or to otherwise be designated as, a non-GM crop area.
This current transition period is the only opportunity for
Council to make application to the Minister to have its
Council area designated as a non-GM crop area.  

Council needs to be aware that declining to make an
application is effectively a decision that the Council will
never be a non-GM crop area.

Consultation has commenced with two meetings being
held with primary producers, one in the east of the
Council area and  a second meeting at Mount Benson.
The feedback from these meetings will inform the
recommendation to be put to Council.

Shadow Cabinet Meeting

The District Council of Robe was pleased to present to
the South Australian Shadow Cabinet on their visit to the
Limestone Coast, along with the Councils of Tatiara,
Kingston and Naracoorte Lucindale.

The meeting further provided an opportunity to
showcase Robe and what is has to offer South
Australians. The Shadow Cabinet met with all 7
Limestone Coast councils and conducted public
forums in  Naracoorte and Mount Gambier as an
initiative to assist in developing policy for the next
election.

Limestone Coast Grassroots Grants

The Grassroots Grants program supports individuals,
volunteers, community groups and other organisations
working on a not-for-profit basis, with local landscape
management projects.  There is a funding pool of
$250,000, with minimum grants of $1,000. Types of
projects can include:

• Revegetation work
• Trialling sustainable farming practices
• Pest control
• Monitoring and biological assessment
• Water efficiency initiatives
• Education activities and raising community awareness
and participation in landscape management activities
Projects must be aligned to one or more of the
Limestone Coast Landscape Board’s four investment
priorities:
• Soil and land - Maintaining the health of soils and land
• Water - Maintaining water quality and availability
• Pest plants and animals - Minimising impacts of pest
plants and animals
• Biodiversity - Conserving native vegetation, wetlands
and coastal habitats

Applications close 24 August 2020, projects must be
completed by 30 June 2021. 
For more information and how to apply visit
www.landscape.sa.gov.au/lc/get-involved/grants-and-
funding or contact Amanda Giles on 0438 726 315



Closure of a Small Portion of Dening Street

Council endorsed closing part of Dening Street under the Roads (Opening & Closing) Act 1991. The area being
considered for closure is at the Laurel Terrace end where the old road has deteriorated and become
overgrown. The plan is to leave the end as open space with appropriate easements for key services.

DENING STREET CLOSURE 

Representation Review 

Notice is hereby given that the District Council of Robe is undertaking a review to determine whether a change
of arrangements is required in respect to the Council’s elector representation. The purpose of the review is to
ensure that electors of the Council area are being adequately and fairly represented. 

Pursuant to section 12(7) of the Local Government Act 1999, notice is hereby given that the Council has
prepared a Representation Options Paper that examines the advantages and disadvantages of the various
options available regarding the composition and structure of the Council and the division of the Council into
wards

Copies of the Representation Options Paper are available on the Council’s website at www.robe.sa.gov.au and
for inspections and/or purchase at:

- The Council Office, 3 Royal Circus, Robe SA 5276; and 
- The Council Library & Visitor Information Centre, 1 Mundy Terrace, Robe SA 5276

Written submissions are invited from interested persons from Monday, 3 August 2020 and must be received by
close of business on Monday, 14 September 2020. Written submissions should be addressed to:

Representation Review
District Council of Robe

Via mail to: PO Box 1, Robe SA 5276
Via email to: council@robe.sa.gov.au 

In person: Council Office, 3 Royal Circus, Robe SA 5276

Information regarding the Representation Review can be obtained by contacting James Holyman 
on 08 8768 2003 or email council@robe.sa.gov.au.  

James Holyman
Chief Executive Officer 



C O M M U N I T Y    N E W S

The Robe RSL bus will be
transporting women from Robe to

Kingston for their appointment on; 
Monday 10th & Tuesday 11th 

and 
Monday 17th & Tuesday 18th August. 

The bus will leave Robe at 8.30 and
then return from Kingston at 11.30.

Price- a gold coin donation. 
To book a seat, call 

Anna Wilks 0421 732 198.

CANS OUT IN
KINGSTON

TRANSPORT



WE WOULD LOVE TO SEE YOU

The Robe Lions Shop “Second Chance”, located in 

Centennial Court, Victoria Street, is looking for

more volunteers. 

We ask for a few hours of your time: weekly,

fortnightly or monthly.  The shop’s future depends

on community volunteers that can help our small

group of Lions.

If you would like to help, come into the shop and

put your name on the roster OR contact 

Kerrie on 0418 629 121. 

 “Second Chance” offers great shopping for both

tourists and locals.  

 

We would also appreciate donations of clean

clothing and accessories.

 

PLEASE DEPOSIT ONLY GOOD CLEAN ITEMS IN

OUR BIN OUTSIDE THE DOOR.

     Robe Art Gallery   

  The Lapwing Gallery

Open Monday - Saturday from 

10.30am to 3.30 pm 

Located on the south side of the

 Robe Institute.

Paintings, mosaics and drawings by local

artists.

All welcome to browse or buy.

Free Admission!!

If gallery is not open, please contact

Bernice: 8768 2114, Cathie 0433036251,

Chris 8768 2594, or Pam 0408365660

C O M M U N I T Y    N E W S

Second Chance

Any injured or dead wildlife found 

Please contact Narelle Marshall—

 a representative of

Fauna SA on  0417 304 743

Accepting all native animals including:

birds, 

marsupials, bats, reptiles and echidnas 

Would you like to

receive your rates

online? 

Visit

www.robe.formsport.com.au

and register today

https://dogsandcatsonline.com.au/Core/UserAccount/Login?ReturnUrl=%2f


w a s t e    a n d    r e c y c l i n g 

A u g u s t    2020 

Waste Transfer Station Operating Times 
Located off White Street 

*no cash payments will be accepted at this time

  Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri  10.00—11.00am 
  Sun   2.00  – 3.00pm

Boot Load                                                                  $24.50

6’x4’ Trailer, Car Type Utes                                        $33.70

8’x5’ Trailers or Similar, Large Utes                          $61.30

Small Trucks Single 

Axle –maximum 4 tonne)                                        $226.70

Mattresses                                                                $28.60 ea

Sofas/ Lounge Chairs                                               $17.40 ea

Car Bodies                                                                $56.20

Opening outside of operating hours                      $247.10

Half price for pensioners for car boot load only, on    

 production of pensioner card.

Green Waste Fee
Normal Fees will apply to any Green Waste Products that       

 requires mulching, however, Green Waste products that are

segregated and do not require mulching (lawn clippings and

leaves only) can be dumped free of charge. 

E-waste: no charge 

Cardboard: clean and uncontaminated cardboard can be               

deposited at no charge 

Municipal Household Waste: $3.10 per bag applicable. 



A friendly reminder - Please ensure you are using
the correct bin 

Don’t forget to ‘like’ Council’s facebook
page: 

District Council of Robe  
for the most up-to date Council

information  
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E crlaurie@robe.sa.gov.au
 

Rino Dell’Antonio
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M 0499 909 003
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c o n t a c t   u s 

https://www.facebook.com/DistrictCouncilRobe




Wanting to advertise? 

Please contact the 
District Council of Robe 

on 
8768 2003 

or 
email

council@robe.sa.gov.au



 
Do you suffer from any of 

the following ailments?
 

· Sinus headaches
· Back pain
· Sore feet

· Neck and shoulder pain
· General aches and pains.

 
Take some time out to visit Elise Lehmann 

at Kneady Therapies to help relieve your
ailments with—

 
  Foot Reflexology
  Sports massage

  Anma, Japanese massage
  Myofascial Release

  Cranio-Sacral Therapy
 

Contact Elise on 0438 202 342

K N E A D Y  

T H E R A P I E S

Robe Foreshore

Available to hire for weddings and

other functions

 

Weekend hire $623.00

(9am Friday—12noon Monday) 

 

Includes connection to water and

power, cleaning of toilets pre/post

event and supply of extra bins and

collection.

 

For bookings please contact the

Council office on 8768 2003












