
December 2019 

Newsletter  
Mayor’s Report 

Firstly I would like to congratulate all three candidates who nominated for the vacant Council posi on. We understand 

how it feels to walk in those shoes through the elec on and results process. Congratula ons to Mark Baker who has 

been elected to the posi on and I look forward to working with both Brenton and Ross who are both proac ve members 

of our community. 

We have been working on many fronts lately and there is much going on behind the scenes: 

 We have had further discussions with the CEO of Boneham Aged Care in Millicent with regard to a model suitable 

for Robe. 

 The Sport and Recrea on Associa on Commi ee met with Tony Elleston on 11 November and we have decided 

that it is wise to con nue as an interim body un l we do some work on the cons tu on and get some strategic 

plans in place. 

 The traffic engineers will be here in early January to start monitoring our traffic numbers and flow in key areas. 

This will underpin our decision making around any changes to our streets and parking. 

 The LGA conference in Adelaide was informa ve and invaluable. It is great to catch up with other Mayors, see 

what is happening in other areas and it gives you the sense of being part of something far bigger. I must admit I 

was suffering severe brain fa gue at the end of the conference such is the volume of informa on presented. I 

thoroughly recommend it to all EM’s in the future. 

 The feasibility for the proposed conference centre will commence in early 2020 with the support of Flinders 

University and we will share the report with the community and discuss the viability of this opportunity for Robe. 

Coming up in November‐December: 

 I’ll be riding to either Beachport or Millicent (depending on how I’m going!) with the kids of the Robe Primary 

School in the first leg of the Great Victorian Bike Ride on Saturday 23 November. 

 Deputy Mayor David and CEO James are having dinner with the event organisers on Thursday 21 November 

before the event starts to welcome the Bicycle Network to our town. 

 RTA have organised a fabulous night market on Friday 22 November as part of the GVBR. 

 Lions have the skin cancer screening unit here for Saturday 23‐24 November. Please contact Lion, David Thomas 

on 0407254710 to make a booking….IT’S FREE. 

 James and I are heading to the Mid North to do some research on aged care models, visitor informa on centres 

and spor ng complexes from 8‐10 December. 

MOCHA WITH THE MAYOR (aka Coffee with a Councillor) ‐ I’ll be at The Project on Wednesday 18 December from   

9.30‐11am if you would like to catch up. Please book by sending me a text, 0427 357 243 if you can or just turn up on the 

day. 

We also unveiled the plaque on the actual proclama on day of Monday 28 October. Thank you to the previous Mayor’s 

and Chair’s who helped cut the cake and be part of the celebra on. 

Mayor Alison Nunan  

E  council@robe.sa.gov.au  

P  08 8768 2003   

www.robe.sa.gov.au    

Council Offices  

3 Royal Circus (PO Box 1), Robe  SA  5276 



Chief Executive Officer’s Report 

And the photos are in! 

I would like to share with you some of the photos taken for Council’s 150th birthday: 

250 community members on the foreshore – 20 October 2019 

Mayors and Chairs who are s ll with us today cu ng the cake on 28 October 2019. In the photo are Bill Quinlan‐Watson 

(1969‐1971 and 1973‐1974), Alison Nunan (current mayor), Ken Hurst (1991 – 2000), Anne Hayes (2000 – 2003),        

Peter Riseley (2010 – 2018).  

Missing from the photo is William Peden who was Mayor from 2006 – 2010 and Peter Darr (2003‐2006). 



The official plaque unveiled 28 October 2019 

Congratula ons Councillor Mark Baker 

Council is excited to have Mark Baker elected to fill the vacancy le    

following the resigna on of Peter Riseley.  

Mark has been a resident in Robe for 37 years. In the past, Mark has 

already had me as a Councillor for the District Council of Robe 

Mark has operated two businesses employing locals. His current civil 

construc on business has had a long involvement with local government 

over the last 30 years, contrac ng to numerous councils which has allowed 

Mark to gain a unique insight into council opera ons. 

Mark is also an ac ve community member and is involved in a number of 

community groups, including Robe CFS, Robe Primary School governing 

council, Robe Motor Sports, president of Robe Junior Football commi ee, 

Robe Community Bank Board. 

We have warmly welcomed Cr Baker as our new team member. 

Construc on at Robe’s War Memorial 

In last month’s newsle er, I advised that Council with the support of architect John Hinge have finalised the plan for 

Robe’s War Memorial. I would now like to advise community members that the main construc on to put the plan in 

place will occur from Monday 25 November at 7.00 am through to noon on Wednesday 27 November. 

Please take these works into considera on if travelling in the area as there will be large machinery and please be aware 
and careful when travelling by foot near the works.  



Signage and Wayfinding Strategy 

At the November mee ng, Council endorsed the crea on of a signage and wayfinding strategy for the District. The   
Strategy will include an implementa on plan and style guide to address the issues iden fied following a full audit and to 
provide a consistent brand iden ty for the District Council of Robe. Great signage is a powerful tool for communi es to 
develop a strong brand for their region, create a posi ve first impression for visitors, provide important informa on 
about an area and aid naviga on and wayfinding. It is important to note that there is a big difference between signage 
and wayfinding. Wayfinding is the whole journey, while signage is just an element of that journey. 

There are a number of issues to be taken into considera on when looking at signage and wayfinding within the Council 
area including: 

 No town entrance sign 
 Consistent and up to date signage for entrance to the District Council of Robe 
 Wayfinding for the coastal path 
 Interpre ve signage for visitors e.g. Pai Fang Gate, Obelisk, Lake Fellmongery 
 Consolida ng the large quan ty of sign at the boat ramp 
 Signage not reflec ve of place 
 Naming the bridges coming into town rather than “Drain L” 
 Informa on Bay signage 
 Event signage (where and how much informa on) 
 Direc onal signage for long beach, in fact all beaches 
 No recogni on of the aboriginal language/place on signage 
 Direc onal signage for vehicle access to long beach 
 Risk management signage – e.g. vehicle access to long beach 
 Entry and egress from the Royal Circus 
 A rac ons signage 
 General signage such as dog (on/off leash), barbeques, toilets, etc. 

A good strategy is about delivering be er experience by aiding naviga on and orienta on for all users in a flawless,    
simple and effec ve manner. Efficient and effec ve wayfinding and signage contribute to a sense of comfort, safety and 
security. As Robe is a key South Australian des na on, this is important for our visitors. Important considera ons when 
designing signs and wayfinding include: 

 Well designed and posi oned signage that reflect the values of the district and communicates a strong bran 
iden ty  

 Create a rac ve and relevant signage which reinforces and supports Robe’s environment, heritage, and coastal 
lifestyle, whilst encouraging tourism and business development 

 Legible and consistent signage  
 A hierarchy of signage to inform and direct pedestrians and drivers around the District Council of Robe and the 

township of Robe 
 Consistent icon style e.g. men and ladies toilets 
 Any entrance sign should create a sense of arrival and may incorporate landscaping 
 Considera on of including pointers to access social media, website, digital pla orms e.g. the Robe app, etc. 
 A review of where we need signs 
 Which signs need ligh ng 
 Where to avoid or where to enable clustering of signs (e.g. the boat ramp) 
 Height of signs to not spoil any views but also to accommodate all visitors and community members e.g. those in 

wheelchairs, poor or no sight, mul lingual  
 Stakeholder input into the strategy including DPTI and community members 
 Where appropriate take into account security, health and safety and environmental considera ons (e.g. don’t 

remove plant material, don’t climb on the dunes, please keep to the path, steep drop) 
 Appropriate materials to be used for both the natural and urban environments across Council, par cularly due to 

being coastal with salt and o en high winds 
 Engineering designs that minimise maintenance and nego ated the fine balance between our sustainable and 

environmental aspira ons and the pragma c need for a durable and graffi  resistant suite of signage 
 Maintenance costs (i.e. from the perspec ve of whole of life costs rather than just capital costs)  

The plan is to undertake the strategy work this year and have informa on available to make an informed decision around 
implementa on in the next few financial years as part of the planning and budge ng process. 



Waste Transfer Sta on Opening Hours 

At several of our community mee ng it has been raised that residents who come for a weekend or short stays during the 
week o en cannot put out and bring in their rubbish bins. I would like to remind our residents and poten ally any of 
their visitors that the Waste Transfer Sta on is open six days a week for an hour each me: 

Monday to Friday 10.00am to 11.00am 
Sunday    2.00pm to   3.00pm 

On Behalf of the Community … A Big Thank You! 

To Natalie Skeer for organising the two community events for Council’s 150th Birthday and to the Robe Bakery and Edge 
Burton for dona ng their me to help us celebrate the Birthday. 

To Anna Wilks, Kingston/Robe Women’s Health Nurse, who is advoca ng on   
behalf of women in the region seeking to have the mobile breast screening unit 
visit Robe and Kingston on a regular basis. Council fully support Anna and this 
ini a ve. 

To Brenton Lynch‐Rhodes and his team of volunteers who worked hard to put on 
the Robe Beer Fest. It was a great event with an es mated 2,500 a endees who 
averaged two nights in Robe and spent an es mated $997,000 in our community. 
Of the a endees, about 90% were visitors to Robe. 

To the RTA team for suppor ng the Great Victorian Bike Ride and for pu ng on the 
Night Market. 

To Southern Ocean Art Prize, SOAP commi ee for pu ng on a great exhibi on at 
the Robe Ins tute. The quality of the art work was fantas c, especially the work 
provided by our next genera on of ar sts. 

Welcoming Our New Ci zens 

On 4 November the Mayor conducted a ci zenship ceremony for four 
of our community members. We welcome to  Australia and Robe: 

Elma Alferez 
Avneet Benipal 
Maninderjit Benipal 
Sukhmani Benipal 

The recipients took the pledge, received their cer ficates and a  
number of small gi s from the Council to recognise this special day. 
We also were privileged to share a cake provided by one of the guests. 

A warm welcome to our four new Australians. 

From the le  – Mayor Alison Nunan; Elma; Sukhmani; Maninderjit; 
Avneet – holding their ci zenship cer ficates 



Revised Community Land Management Plan – Robe Sports Complex 

When Optus put in an applica on to have a telecommunica on tower behind the Ampol Service Sta on on Main Road, 
there was significant community concern. Par cularly, as it would be set in the main area of town where it would be 
seen as visitors and residents approach town and from the main street when in town. The development applica on was 
rejected but, Optus have appealed the decision to the Environment, Resources and Development (ERD) Court. This ap‐
peal is on hold while we work with Optus to get a be er outcome for the community. In terms of success rates, I have 
been advised that there have been eleven appeals made by telecommunica on companies to the ERD Court and they 
have a 100% success rate as telecommunica ons are seen as an essen al service. 

In recognising the communi es concerns, Council, following engagement with the Robe Football Club, is seeking to  
establish a lease on the sports complex land for the telecommunica on tower. This would change the Optus site from 
behind the Service Sta on in the main area of town to the oval. It would also allow the reloca on of the exis ng light 
tower to cover darker sec ons of the oval. 

It is Council’s opinion that the placement of the telecommunica ons tower at the oval would be a be er loca on and 
outcome for the community. This opinion has been supported by the Robe Sports and Recrea on Associa on who 
resolved to remove the encumbrance on the land as the first step to allow the lease to occur. The encumbrance limited 
the use of the land to “spor ng or recrea onal ac vi es and any associated ac vity including the use of any premises as 
a club licensed or otherwise.” 

Optus are seeking a 20 year lease for the telecommunica ons tower. Council has dra ed a new Community Land  
Management Plan for the sports complex that incorporates the telecommunica on tower. 

Council now seeks community input and advice on: 

1. The dra  Community Land Management Plan; and
2. A 20 year lease with Optus

Council needs to engage with community to change the Community Land Management Plan and to be able to offer a 
lease beyond five years. 

The dra  Community Land Management Plan is available on Council’s website and from the Council office. 

The consulta on period will close at 5.00pm on 31 December 2019. 

Adelaide Residents Mee ng 

The Mayor and I had our second mee ng with 17 wonderful Adelaide residents on Friday 1 November. We sought the 

view of the residents on why they chose Robe and how they wanted to stay connected with their community through 

the Council. We also updated the residents on a number of the ac vi es Council is undertaking on behalf of the  

community. 

The Mayor and I receive a lot of informa on and gain a be er understanding of the needs and expecta ons of our  

residents through these session. The feedback from the residents at the end of the session was posi ve and we look 

forward to the next mee ng to look specifically at ac ons the Adelaide residents would like considered as part of the 

2020/21 Annual Business Plan. 

A move into the 20th Century 

I am pleased to advise the community that Council has established a Facebook page. This will allow you 

to be informed of Council ac vity and events within the community on a mely basis. 

Unfortunately due to resourcing constraints, the inten on is in the first instance to provide a Facebook 

page that allows Council to post messages but will not provide for comments. 

The address so that you can connect and stay informed is ‘District Council of Robe’.  



Emergency Management Policy 

With the fire ac vity across the na on at an all‐ me high, Council adopted an updated Emergency Management Policy 

and will be developing a new Emergency Management Plan. 

The Emergency Management Policy covers: 

 Provides formal scope, direc on and authority for the Councils to par cipate in emergency management. 

 Enables a Council to integrate emergency management into its strategic direc on and governance. 

 Clarifies a Council’s commitment to emergency management and provides the authority to staff to act to progress 

emergency management strategies and ac ons. 

Events for your Calendar 

Storytelling Workshop – ‘Once Upon a Time’ at the Robe Ins tute – 26 November at 11.00am 

Surf Boat Races – 7 December at Long Beach 

Christmas Parade – 22 December at 4.30pm 

Robe Boat, Fishing & Leisure Show – 17 and 18 January 

Health Harmony & Happiness Fes val – 17 and 18 January   

Australia Day Ceremony 2020 – 26 January on the Robe Ins tute Lawns commencing at 8.00am 

Connec ng with our First Na ons People 

Martu karu (Good Day) 

Representa ves of DC Robe have ini ated a conversa on that aims to lead to an improved awareness of the connec on 
of the Tradi onal Owners to this part of the country that we recognise as Robe and it’s surroundings. 

CEO James Holyman, Mayor Nunan, and Councillor Wright have met with members of the Burrandies Aboriginal     
Corpora on, including Prof Irene Watson, Penny Bonnie, and Robyn Campbell. 

Ini al discussions have related to explore op ons that will educate the wider community of the tradi onal ownership of 
the Boandik people and the respec ul and culturally aware communica on of their stories and history rela ng to   
Country. 

Early discussion has been around developing cultural awareness, sharing stories, and following recognised pathways to 
respec ul and meaningful understanding. 

We have an opportunity to share the history and culture of the Boandik, to acknowledge that we occupy Country that 
has always been the country of the Boandik, and that their story and culture is included in the contemporary  
conversa ons of our local history. 

The story of our pre‐European history is important to bring to light and share, and forms the founda on of the history of 
Robe.  

Wuwu (Goodbye). 



Infrastructure Update 

Major Projects  

 Tonkin’s engineering Mt Gambier have been contracted to undertake engineering work on Tobruk Avenue 

 Tenders have been issued for a replacement  front deck mower (budget of $55,000) and replacement grader 

(budget of $400,000) 

 An agreement has been signed with Tradi onal Heritage Masonry for the building of the new niche wall at Robe 

cemetery. Construc on is planned to start on 3 February 2020 with expected comple on date 10 April 2020. 

Parks and Recrea on 

Key ac vi es this month include: 

 Fencing and maintenance at second ramp is underway and will be completed in December prior to the busy 

season. 

 The ramp at Boatswains Point has been widened and repairs completed to post and rail fencing. 

 Road edges and pot holes are being repaired with cold spray emulsion to various roads throughout the town.  

 CWMS treatment plant servicing has been completed. There are four services a year on the Sodium Hypo Chlorite 

treatment plant with the major service being undertaken in spring.  

 Electrical maintenance checks have been undertaken on the CWMS pump sta ons. 

Rural Road Maintenance 

Roads graded in the last month: Boomeroo park Road, Bowyers Way, Cor na Road, Cowan’s Road, Frog Island Road,    
Higgins Road, Jorgensen’s Road, Loxton’s Road, Mt Bruce Road, Pearson Street, Sneyd Island Road, Woodleigh Lane, 

West Avenue Road and West Avenue South Road. 

Revised Community Land Management Plan for the Sports Complex 

Council in partnership with the Robe Sports and Recrea on Associa on want to develop a detailed plan for the sports 
complex. We invite all community members to be involved in the process of iden fying what we want to occur at the 
sport complex to meet the needs of both current and future genera ons of users.  
The process will also look at the current governance arrangement for the Sports and Recrea on Associa on. 

To be part of the exci ng ini a ve, I would like to invite all community members to a public workshop to be held: 

Robe Football Clubrooms 
Monday 24 February 2020  
5:30pm – 9.00pm 
A light meal will be provided  

As a taste tester for the workshop, the following points have been raised in discussions already: 

 Provide gym facili es where the main spor ng clubs are 
 Restructure the governance arrangements 
 Full basketball court, poten ally as a mul ‐indoor sports facility e.g. indoor tennis, badminton, indoor cricket 
 Conference/wedding centre 
 Should one of the Council representa ves chair the Associa on? 
 Establish a skill based “board” for all sports and recrea on within Robe 
 Clearly define the role of the Associa on 
 Consul ng rooms 
 Sharing the workload – either across clubs or by employing a resource 



Dog Areas 

At the October mee ng of Council, a delega on asked Council to consider installing a dog park in Robe. This ini a ve was 

posi vely received and has been captures to be considered in the 2020/21 planning process.  

In the interim, the following are the prescribed areas where: 

 dogs can be walked on a leash; 

 dogs can be let off the leash to run freely; and  

 dog free zones where dogs are prohibited.   

The dog free areas are defined as follows: 

 All ovals and spor ng facili es where there is organised sport or community events taking place 
 All reserves and parks except for those iden fied as dog exercise areas 
 Within 100 meters of a school or playground except for defined footpaths and walking/bicycle tracks where dogs 

must be on a leash 
 All other areas not designated as on‐leash or off‐leash areas. 
 
Areas in Robe district that dogs can be walked on a leash are: 

 All ovals and sports arenas at mes when no organised sport or training or other community events are evident.  

 Long Beach Foreshore.  

 Long Beach north of first ramp and south of rock barrier (second ramp).  

 Long Beach north of rock barrier (second ramp) and south of third ramp between 9am and 8pm from December 1 
to a er the Easter Weekend.  

 Hoopers Beach (old sailing club) between 9am and 8pm from December 1 to a er the Easter Weekend.  

 Fox Beach.  

 Kara a Beach.  

 Nora Creina Bay Beach between 9am to 8pm from December 1 to a er the Easter Weekend.  

 Boatswain Point Beach between 9am and 8pm from December 1 to a er the Easter Weekend.  

 Town Beach and Foreshore from Post Office to Sea Vu Caravan Park.  

 Lake Butler Marina.  

 All streets, footpaths, je es, walking and bicycle tracks within the townships of Robe, Boatswain Point and             
Greenways. 

 
Areas in Robe district that dogs can be let off leash are: 

 Wrights Bay.  

 Lipson Park.  

 West Beach.  

 Long Beach north of third ramp to Boatswain Point Beach (excluding Guichen Bay Conserva on Park).  

 Long Beach north of rock barrier (second ramp) and south of third ramp except between 9am and 8pm from               
December 1 to a er the Easter Weekend.  

 Hoopers Beach (old sailing club) except between 9am and 8pm from December 1 to a er the Easter Weekend.  

 Nora Creina Bay Beach except between 9am and 8pm from December 1 to a er the Easter Weekend.  

 Boatswain Point Beach except between 9am and 8 pm from December 1 to a er the Easter Weekend.  
 
 



An opportunity for Businesses and Community Groups 
 
The Energy Efficient Communi es Program will deliver grants to assist businesses and community organisa ons to                   
improve energy efficiency prac ces and technologies and be er manage energy consump on to reduce their power bills. 
 
Funding will support ac vi es to help businesses and community organisa ons to save energy through: 
 equipment upgrades that reduce energy consump on  
 energy genera on and storage projects (for example solar PV panels, ba eries and solar hot water) will only be 

permi ed for community organisa ons 
 investment in energy and emissions monitoring and management systems to be er manage energy use 
 comple on of energy systems assessments according to the Australian Standard or feasibility studies to                

inves gate energy efficiency opportuni es 
 
When do applica ons open? 
 Eligible businesses will be able to apply for grants in early 2020. 
 Eligible community organisa ons will be able to apply for grants from October 2019 for grants to fund energy    

genera on and storage projects.  
 Applica ons for grants to fund other equipment upgrades and energy audits will open in early 2020. 
 
Grants will be made available to eligible applicants on a first come, first served basis. 
 
Who can apply for funding? 
Grants will be made available for: 
 small businesses 
 businesses that consume large amounts (over 0.05 petajoules) of energy each year 
 community organisa ons 
 
Defini ons of the businesses that can seek funding will be refined during program design. 
 
Contact us if you'd like to know more about the Energy Efficient Communi es Program, please email 
 EECProgram@environment.gov.au  
 

Council Office Closure 
 

The Council Office will be open over the Christmas/New Year Period this year. There will be limited staff, so please be 
pa ent if you have any specific enquiries. The opening hours will be as follows:  

Tuesday 24 December 2019—9am to 2pm    Wednesday 25 December 2019—closed 

Thursday 26 December 2019—closed     Friday 27 December 2019—9am to 5pm 

Monday 30 December 2019—9am to 5pm    Tuesday 31 December 2019– 9am to 2pm 

Wednesday 1 January 2020—closed     Thursday 2 January 2020—9am to 5pm  

Normal office hours will resume a er Thursday 2 January 2020.  

Please call Council’s a er hours number, 08 8768 2003, if you have any queries outside these opening hours.  

 

Christmas Period General Waste/ Recycle Collection 
 

There will be no collec on Christmas Day, Wednesday 25 December. All bins normally collected on Wednesday will be 
collected on Tuesday 24 December. Please make sure bins are out by 6am Tuesday. 

Other collec ons will be as per normal. 

Thursday 26 December (Boxing Day). 

Wednesday 1 January (New Years Day). 

There will be weekly recycle collec on at Robe star ng Thursday 26 December 2019—Friday 31 January 2020. 

Phone EnviroTec 8762 4719.  



Community Wastewater Management Scheme—Desludging of Septic Tanks 

As part of the opera ng and maintenance of Council’s Community Wastewater Management System (CWMS), Council 

provides a sep c tank desludging program to proper es within the Robe township that are connected to the CWMS. 

To prevent sludge passing into Council’s drains our contractor, Envirogen Industrial Services a ends each property on a 4 

year cycle to remove accumulated sludge from the tanks. This work is done as an ongoing maintenance program, not as 

an emergency call out for plumbing blockages. 

The next sector to be desludged is Sector 4. The following is a list of streets to be done in this sector:‐ 

Main Road from Dawson Drive to 111 Main Road, Gruschen Street, Park Street, Jackson Street, Newton Road, Cawthorne 

Drive, Esplanade from Dawson Drive to Dennis Avenue, Dening Street, Laurel Terrace, O’Byrne Avenue, Powell Avenue, 

Dennis Avenue, Alexander Drive, Shipard Court, Lapwing Avenue, DeGuichen Drive, Baudin Place, Mary Ellen Court,      

Colins Court, Kingston Road.  

Council will no fy you mid‐December of when you will be  required to expose the lid, with the contract to commence 

late January/early February 2020. Please note you are not required to expose the sep c tank un l the contract                

commences.   

Are you thinking of building, landscaping, paving or construc ng a driveway? It is cri cal to find out where your tank is 

and include this in your plan as adequate access to the lid of the tank (not the inspec on point) is a must for                

maintenance and pumping. Construc on on or near your sep c system could damage the tank, pipes or soil. 

Proper es that are not connected to the CWMS, which dispose of their effluent to on‐ site soakage drain s ll need to be 

desludged rou nely at the owners expense. 

Should you have any ques ons please contact the Council on 87682003. 

 

 

150 Years Celebrations 

In October, Council celebrated it’s ‘150th Birthday’. 

The District Council of Robe was proclaimed on 28 

October 1869.  A community photo was taken on 

Sunday 20 October at the foreshore lawn. A special 

thanks to Edge Burton for dona ng his me to take 

the drone footage.  The Robe Bakery donated a 

wonderfully presented cake, made and designed by 

Kiri Mathews.  

A final thank‐you to the Robe Lions Club for hos ng 

a community BBQ a er the photo. Thanks to their             

volunteers for their me on the day.  

This really goes to show what a small community can do when we rally together!  

It was great to see the support of so many community members who a ended the event. The final head count was 250 

in the photo, plus children.  

A framed copy of the photo is now being displayed in the foyer of the Council Office.  

 

 

 

 

 


